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Management System
	Mobile Plant Operating Near Overhead Power Lines
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	PURPOSE:


	The purpose of this procedure is to ensure that works requiring items of mobile plant to operate in close proximity to overhead power lines meet the requirements of the Chief Electrical Inspector and the relevant power company.

	SCOPE:
	This procedure is applicable to all workplaces under the management of GWMWater, including contract works.


	INFORMATION NEEDED
	STEPS IN THE PROCESS
	WHO DOES IT
	RECORD/PROOF

	· Hazard and Risk Management

· Mobile plant may include cranes, concrete placing booms, excavating equipment, elevated work platforms, Hydro vacuum plant, etc
	1
	A risk assessment shall be undertaken prior to commencing works that may require mobile plant to operate within the vicinity of overhead power lines.

NB. Works requiring fixed plant or equipment ie scaffolding should also note this procedure, however the control methods may vary from that applicable to mobile plant
	· Worksite Manager
	· Completed Risk Identification Checklist on site

	· CEI Rules for operating near overhead powerlines for:

· Cranes, concrete placing booms, excavating equipment

· Elevating work platforms

· Scaffolding

Available at 
http://www.esv.vic.gov.au/technical-information/electrical-installations-and-infrastructure/no-go-zones/
	2
	· If after completion of the risk identification, it is necessary to operate plant within the “spotter required” zone (as defined by the Chief Electrical Inspector) a trained “spotter” must be on site

· If after completion of the risk identification, it is necessary to operate plant within the “no go” zone (as defined by the Chief Electrical Inspector)

a) a trained “spotter” must be on site; and

b) a written permit to work must be obtained from Powercor by calling 132206 or relevant power company if not Powercor supplied (refer to ESV link)
Note: Seek advice from Power supply company on the voltage level of the overhead power lines
	· Work Site Manager
	· Completed Risk Identification Checklist on site

	INFORMATION NEEDED
	STEPS IN THE PROCESS
	WHO DOES IT
	RECORD/PROOF

	· 
	3
	Emergency works that may require mobile plant to enter the no go zone shall NOT commence without prior contact with Powercor or relevant power supply company.  The telephone number to obtain a Permit to Work from Powercor is 132206 or refer to ESV link to obtain contact details.

	· Work Site Manager


	Permit 

	· 
	4
	The term  “spotter” is defined as a safety observer who is a person competent for the SOLE task of observing and warning against unsafe approach to overhead power lines and other electrical apparatus.

Spotters shall have completed the No go zone spotter course endorsed by the Chief Electrical Inspector or as applicable in the water industry.


	· Responsible Manager
	· Training Records

	· 
	5
	If the works require the engagement of contractors, the competency of the contractor in terms of ability to operate the item of plant and training in No Go Zone Spotters prior to the contractor commencing works
	· Responsible person, or Project Manager
	· Contractor training records

· Form – CMS/393 Plant Hazard Inspection Checklist completed


	REFERENCES:
	
	
	
	


a) CMS/3038 Risk Assessment Procedure
b) CMS/379 Hazard Management Procedure
c) CMS/1787 Framework overhead underground 

d) No Go Zone rules issued by Chief Electrical Inspector from Energy Safe Victoria
e) No Go Zones for Overhead Electrical power lines from Worksafe Victoria
FORMS:

a) CMS/2786 Job Risk Assessment Form
b) CMS/393 Plant Hazard Inspection Checklist
c) CMS/1569 Job Risk Assessment Template
d) CMS/3024 Risk Assessment Template
	Responsible Person:  Snr OHS Officer
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