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1.
PREAMBLE

Ammonia is a chemical used in the disinfection process of chlorination.

Chlorination plants are located Brim and Willaura.

Ammonia is an irritant to the eyes and skin on contact and is harmful if inhaled or ingested. It has a very strong odour.

2.
PURPOSE

The purpose of this procedure is to detail storage and handling procedures for ammonia to minimise the risk of exposure and thus injury to employees of GWMWater.

3.
DOCUMENTATION

· Ammonia - Safe Handling & Emergency Guidelines

· Ammonia - Material Safety Data Sheet

4.
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

· A shower and eyewash shall be provided at all chlorination plants.

· A copy of the Ammonia – Safe Handling & Emergency Guidelines shall be laminated and placed at a conspicuous location within all chlorination plants.

· A copy of this procedure, including MSDS, shall be located at all chlorination plants.

· Ammonia shall be supplied in 20 litre containers.

· Staff shall be trained in the safe storage, handling & use of Ammonia.

· Containers are supplied with a “blind’ bung. This must be broken through and a tap fitted when installing.

· Adequate ventilation shall be provided at all chlorination plants.

5.
STAFF

Staff intending to handle Ammonia shall:

· Follow Ammonia – Safe Handling & Emergency Guidelines

· Read and understand this procedure including MSDS

· At all times be cautious

Ammonia

SAFE HANDLING & EMERGENCY GUIDELINES

These are guidelines only and are to be treated as such. This information is to be read in conjunction with the full procedure and relevant Material Safety Data Sheet.

STORAGE

· Keep containers closed at all times

· Store in a cool, dry, well ventilated place away from oxidising agents, foodstuffs, sources of ignition or heat

· Check regularly for leaks

HANDLING PROCEDURES

· The minimum number of people at a site where ammonia is intended to be handled is two (2), one carrying out the work, the other available but away from the immediate vicinity

· Before entry to the chlorination plant, check ventilation is operating correctly

· Safety showers and eyewashes should be located in close proximity to the usage point

· Any person intending to carry out such works must wear the following personal protection equipment:

-
Full face respirator and B.A.

-
Alkali impervious overalls

-
Rubber apron

-
Rubber or PVC gloves

-
Overalls

· Avoid contact

· Wash hands immediately after handling

· A second B.A. must be on-site and available during container changeovers.

ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES

· All unprotected personnel leave the site

· Initiate evacuation plan for neighbours, etc. if necessary

· Wear personal protection equipment as stated above

· Contain ammonia using sand

· Use sand, inert material to absorb the ammonia

· Neutralise with dilute hydrochloric acid

· Use water spray to disperse vapour

· Small spills may be washed to drain with excess water

Ammonia

SAFE HANDLING & EMERGENCY GUIDELINES Cont.

FIRST AID

Swallowed

· Immediately rinse mouth with water

· Give water to drink

· Do NOT induce vomiting

· Seek immediate medical attention.

Eye Contact

· Rinse immediately with plenty of water for at least 15 minutes.

· Hold eyelids open

· Urgently seek medical assistance

Skin Contact

· Remove contaminated clothing

· Drench contaminated skin immediately with plenty of water

· Cover any skin burns with a clean dry dressing

· Seek medical advice

Inhalation

· Avoid becoming another casualty

· Remove victim from exposure and place up-wind

· Keep patient warm

· If breathing is laboured, ensure that airways are clear and have a qualified person give oxygen through a facemask

· Give artificial respiration if not breathing

· Seek medical attention

Contaminated Clothing

· Always wash contaminated clothing before re-use
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