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1.  PREAMBLE

This is a summary of the GWMWater Fire Prevention Strategy Document which is available from District Managers.

Whilst the majority of GWMWater activities are undertaken in urban areas, some assets are located in rural areas and it is around these assets that the greatest potential fire risk occurs.

Many of the Corporation’s water storages and treatment plants are located out of town and are connected to the reticulation system via rising mains and/or trunk mains running through both crown land and private property.

The greatest fire threat comes from flammable vegetation and crops which grow around and adjacent to the storages, treatment plant works and pipelines which is ignited by work activities undertaken by GWM Water staff and contractors.

2.  PURPOSE


This procedure and the Fire Prevention Strategy aims to reduce the risk to life and property from Fire.

GWM water’s operational activities under this strategy include:-

· promoting fire awareness to all staff and contractors

· establishing operational strategies to reduce the risk of fire

· providing ready access to water supply for fire fighting purposes

3.  PROCEDURE

3.1  Plant and Equipment

During the Fire Danger Period the use of Plant and Equipment such as tractors, slashers, chainsaws, welders, grinding wheels and oxy acetylene cutting equipment in the open requires extreme caution.

On days of Total Fire Ban the use of such equipment is banned without a permit from the CFA.

Any work likely to create a fire hazard should be avoided on a day of Total Fire Ban unless absolutely essential.  If any work is deemed necessary to be undertaken the conditions of the CFA permit  must be adhered to.

3.2  Vehicles

CFA Regulations require that a water supply of at least 9 litres must be available when working in the open during the fire danger period.

All vehicles likely to operate in potential fire danger areas are required to be equipped with knapsacks during the fire danger period.

Hot exhaust systems are can cause the ignition of dry vegetation.

3.3  Water Sampling on Total Fire Ban Days

If it is necessary to take water samples on a day of Total Fire Ban, the following shall apply:-

· Take the sample - do not put it off to a non Total Fire Ban day

· Do not use a naked flame to sterilise the tap

· Any non-flamed sample should be marked as such

· When taking the sample let the tap run longer than usual 
3.4  CFA Permit

GWM Water obtains an annual permit under Section 40 of the Country Fire Authority Act 1958, to operate such equipment on Total Fire Ban days in emergency situations only, between 1st December and 1st May each year.

A copy of this permit will be provided to District Managers each year along with the conditions of use.

The Fire Prevention Strategy document contains additional information such as the CFA Contact Officers and guidelines for the use of equipment and machinery during the Fire Danger Period.

4.  Responsibilities

It is the responsibility of staff to ensure that the requirements of the CFA permit are observed during the fire danger period and that a responsible attitude to the reduction of fire risk exists within the Authority.

5.  Fire Prevention Strategy

The Fire Prevention Strategy document has bee prepared to provide the appropriate information to GWM Water employees to minimise the possibility of fire as a result of normal work procedures and is available from District Offices.

ATTACHMENT 2

CFA  - EmergencyContact Numbers

	TOWN
	URBAN
	RURAL

	Antwerp
	 
	(03) 53975288

	Apsley
	
	(03) 55861334

	Ararat
	(03) 53522526
	(03) 53522526

	Berriwillock
	
	(03) 50792313

	Beulah
	
	(03) 53902317

	Birchip
	(03) 54922582
	

	Brim
	
	(03) 53904287

	Buangor
	
	(03) 53545533

	Charlton
	(03) 54911719
	

	Chillingollah
	
	(03) 50353286

	Chinkapook
	
	(03) 50353286

	Clear Lake
	
	(03) 53881257

	Cowangie
	
	(03) 50956207

	Culgoa
	
	(03) 50772272

	Dimboola
	(03) 53891790
	

	Donald
	(03) 54971032
	

	Dooen
	
	(03) 53847272

	Edenhope
	
	(03) 55851509

	Elmhurst
	
	(03) 53548304

	Glenorchy
	
	(03) 53590213

	Goroke
	
	(03) 53861264

	Great Western
	
	(03) 53562209

	Halls Gap / Bellfield
	
	(03) 53564286

	Harrow
	
	(03) 55881227

	Hopetoun
	(03) 50833441
	(03) 50833243

	Horsham
	(03) 53821313
	

	Jeparit
	(03) 53972032
	

	Jung
	
	(03) 53847303

	Kaniva
	(03) 53922206
	

	Kiata
	
	(03) 53899214

	Lake Bolac
	
	(03) 53502288

	Lalbert
	
	(03) 54573221

	Lascelles
	
	(03) 50816207

	Lillimur
	
	(03) 53931278

	Manangatang
	
	(03) 50351407

	Marnoo
	
	(03) 53592231

	Minyip
	(03) 53857321
	(03) 53857321

	Miram
	
	(03) 53911239

	Moyston
	
	(03) 53542509

	Murrayville
	
	(03) 50952207

	Murtoa
	(03) 53852272
	(03) 53852272

	Nandaly
	
	(03) 50781250

	Natimuk
	(03) 53871281
	(03) 53871228

	Nhill
	(03) 53911239
	

	Noradjuha
	
	(03) 53871488

	Nullawil
	
	(03) 54935258

	Ouyen
	
	(03) 50921507

	Patchewollock
	
	(03) 50841387

	Pimpinio
	
	(03) 53842217

	Pomonal
	
	(03) 53566207

	Quambatook
	
	(03) 54571320

	Rainbow
	(03) 53951393
	(03) 53951270

	Rupanyup
	(03) 53855271
	(03) 53855271

	Sea Lake
	(03) 50701222
	(03) 50701222

	Serviceton
	
	(03) 53931278

	Speed
	
	(03) 50824285

	St Arnaud
	(03) 54951300
	

	Stawell
	(03) 53591919
	(03) 53581740

	Streatham
	
	(03) 53402176

	Tarranyurk
	
	(03) 53975253

	Tempy
	
	(03) 50936227

	Ultima
	
	(03) 50396307


ATTACHMENT 1

WHAT TO DO IF FIRE HAS BROKEN OUT

The first priority is to ensure the safety of all persons in the vicinity.  If in doubt evacuate to a safe location, taking note of the prevailing wind conditions and path of the fire.

1. If a fire has broken out, use knapsack and/or other available equipment to attempt to extinguish

2. If water supply exhausted and fire still burning, move to a safe distance from the path of the fire, contact local CFA brigade and Supervisor to report situation

3. Provide details of nature and size of fire, location, access, name

4. Warn people nearby or in potential path of fire

5. Remain at a safe distance and await the arrival of the local CFA brigade

If fire extinguished prior to the brigade’s arrival, remain in the area to check that no further outbreak occurs until brigade arrives.

Refer Attachment 2 for local CFA brigades contact numbers or Dial 000.

ATTACHMENT 2

CFA  - EmergencyContact Numbers

	TOWN
	URBAN
	RURAL

	Antwerp
	 
	(03) 53975288

	Apsley
	
	(03) 55861334

	Ararat
	(03) 53522526
	(03) 53522526

	Berriwillock
	
	(03) 50792313

	Beulah
	
	(03) 53902317

	Birchip
	(03) 54922582
	

	Brim
	
	(03) 53904287

	Buangor
	
	(03) 53545533

	Charlton
	(03) 54911719
	

	Chillingollah
	
	(03) 50353286

	Chinkapook
	
	(03) 50353286

	Clear Lake
	
	(03) 53881257

	Cowangie
	
	(03) 50956207

	Culgoa
	
	(03) 50772272

	Dimboola
	(03) 53891790
	

	Donald
	(03) 54971032
	

	Dooen
	
	(03) 53847272

	Edenhope
	
	(03) 55851509

	Elmhurst
	
	(03) 53548304

	Glenorchy
	
	(03) 53590213

	Goroke
	
	(03) 53861264

	Great Western
	
	(03) 53562209

	Halls Gap / Bellfield
	
	(03) 53564286

	Harrow
	
	(03) 55881227

	Hopetoun
	(03) 50833441
	(03) 50833441

	Horsham
	(03) 53821313
	

	Jeparit
	(03) 53972032
	

	Jung
	
	(03) 53847303

	Kaniva
	(03) 53922206
	

	Kiata
	
	(03) 53899214

	Lake Bolac
	
	(03) 53502288

	Lalbert
	
	(03) 54573221

	Lascelles
	
	(03) 50816207

	Lillimur
	
	(03) 53931278

	Manangatang
	
	(03) 50351407

	Marnoo
	
	(03) 53592231

	Minyip
	(03) 53857321
	(03) 53857321

	Miram
	
	(03) 53911239

	Moyston
	
	(03) 53542509

	Murrayville
	
	(03) 50952207

	Murtoa
	(03) 53852272
	(03) 53852272

	Nandaly
	
	(03) 50781250

	Natimuk
	(03) 53871281
	(03) 53871228

	Nhill
	(03) 53911239
	

	Noradjuha
	
	(03) 53871488

	Nullawil
	
	(03) 54935258

	Ouyen
	
	(03) 50921507

	Patchewollock
	
	(03) 50841387

	Pimpinio
	
	(03) 53842217

	Pomonal
	
	(03) 53566207

	Quambatook
	
	(03) 54571320

	Rainbow
	(03) 53951393
	(03) 53951270

	Rupanyup
	(03) 53855271
	(03) 53855271

	Sea Lake
	(03) 50701222
	(03) 50701222

	Serviceton
	
	(03) 53931278

	Speed
	
	(03) 50824285

	St Arnaud
	(03) 54951300
	

	Stawell
	(03) 53591919
	(03) 53581740

	Streatham
	
	(03) 53402176

	Tarranyurk
	
	(03) 53975253

	Tempy
	
	(03) 50936227

	Ultima
	
	(03) 50396307


ATTACHMENT 2

CFA  - Emergency Contact Numbers (cont)

	Underbool
	
	(03) 50946207

	Waitchie
	
	(03) 50392207

	Walpeup
	
	(03) 50941307

	Warracknabeal
	(03) 53981588
	

	Watchem
	
	(03) 54981280

	Westmere
	
	(03) 53506572

	Wickliffe
	
	(03) 53503232

	Willuara
	
	(03) 53541454

	Woomelang
	(03) 50812047
	

	Wycheproof
	(03) 54937360
	(03) 54937507

	Yaapeet
	
	(03) 53957287
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